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PROCEEDINGS. 


Wilmington,  jST.  C,  Jan.  24,  1855. 

The  Stockholders  of  the  "Wilmington  and  Manchester 
Rail  Road  Company  at  their  Seventh  Annual  Meeting,  as- 
sembled in  the  Court  House,  this  day  at  12,  M. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Byrd,  Col.  F.  J.  Moses,  of  Sump- 
ter  District,  S.  C,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  William  S. 
Mullins,  of  Marion  District,  was  appointed  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Hill, 

Resolved,  That  George  Davis  and  John  M.  Timmons,  with  the  Secretary,  be 
appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  and  verify  proxies,  and  report  the  number 
of  shares  of  stock  represented. 

On  motion  of  O.  G.  Parsley,  the  meeting  took  a  recess 
uutil  two  o'clock. 

At  two  o'clock,  of  the  same  day,  the  meeting  assembled. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  verify  Pr  oxies 
and  report  the  amount  of  Stock  represented,  reported,  that 
there  was  represented  in  person  and  by  proxy,  eight  thou- 
sand and  five  hundred  shares,  including  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  represented  by  H.  L.  Holmes,  Esq.,  and  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  represented  by  Gen.  William  Evans, 
Major  William  Haynes worth,  and  Col.  John  A.  Rogers, 
which  being  more  than  the  number  required  as  a  quorum, 
by  the  Charter,  the  Chairman  declared  the  meeting  duly 
organized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Gen.  Harllee  laid  before  the  meeting  a  certified  copy  of 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  Wilmington  and  Man- 
chester Rail  Road  Company,  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  at  its  Session  of  1854-'55 
i/.nd  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  Resolution, 

Resolved,  That  the  Amendment  of  the  Charter  of  this  Company,  made  by 
an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  at  its  Session  of  1854-55,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  adopted  by  this  Company. 

Which  Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 


Gen.  W.  W.  Harllee  them  read  the  Eeport  of  the  President 
and  Directors,  and  submitted  the  accompanying  accounts, 
abstracts  and  documents.  .  ' 

Gen.  "W.  W.  Harllee  offered  the  following  Resolution. 

jBmfodL  That  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  President  and  Dirttitdrt  and" 
accompanying  documents,  as  refers  to  the  construction  of  the  Wateree  &  Ham 
burg  Kail  Road,  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  Ten,  and  the  remainder 
tTL RfPOrt  afn4.?°?um^ts  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  consist  of  Z 
5&%WSftEW  *"  °ne  fr0m  "*  °«**  **  »^<*  trough 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chairman  announced 
the  following  Committees : 

The  Special  Committee  of  Ten,  is  composed  of  P    K 
Dickinson,  O.  G.  Parsley,  Dr.  P.  J.  Hill,  Dr.  R.  Harllee;.. 
J.Lh  Gregg    Augustus  Smith,  Mr.  Brunson,  Gen,  Alex 
-McKae,  and  J.  J.  J£nox.- 

-nvThT  ^%ervl  Com?4%e  iS  comP°sed  of 'Geo,  Davis,  and 
{*'*'  D-  BeHamy  of  Wilmington  ;  Augustus  Smith,  of  Co- 
lumbus ;;  William  S.  Mullins,  of  Marion;  Col.  J.Fl  Erwin 
of  Darlington,  and  Gen.  S.  R.  Chandler,  of  Sumpter. 

iUr  French,  lrom  the  Auditing  Committee,  submitted  a 
Report,  which  was  referred  to  the  General  Committee 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parsley, 

the^meetW  ShVr^""^^^8  °!*9  Tarious  officer8  be  Panted  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Company  to  which  they  are  to  be  submitted!  and  that  thW 
be  presented  immediately  on  thfe  organization  of  eftch'  annual  meeting  * 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Harllee,  the  meeting  adjourned  until 
to-morrow,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

tk     c      1  Th-uesday,  25th  Jan.  1855,  9  o'clock,  A.  M, 
ai^v  bt°cokh0,lcJe^  assembled  according  to  adjournment, 
Additional  Stockholders  appeared  in  person,  and  W  proxies  • 
which  were  properly  verified. 

a  *'£'  J'  m£>  from  the  SPeciaI  Committee  of  Ten,  made 
the  tollowmg  Report : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Pres.  &  Directors,  with  the  accompanying  doc- 
uments, as  relates  to  the  construction  of  the  Vateree  and 
llamburg  Rail  Road,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  this  age,  not  only  of  progress,  but  of  healthy  improve- 
!3  if  -Tu  sc^mes  springing  up  in  every  quarter, 
wkscfc  look  with  confidence  to  a  successful  competition  for 


the  through  mail  and  travel,  jour  Committee  heed  not  call 
your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  securing  to  your  own  Road 
all  the  inducements  of  expedition,  comfort  and  safety  which 
the  pampered  tastes  of  the  travelling  public  so  imperiously 
demand.  The  construction  of  this  Koad  will  give  us,  under 
all  circumstances,  an  advantage  of  four  hours  in  time,  and! 
secure  a  degree  of  certainty  in  our  Southern  connection,  re- 
cently very  seriously  threatened  by  the  disagreement  between! 
the  r  ost  Office  Department  and  one  of  the  Companies,  upon 
which  we  are  at  present  dependent  for  our  connection  with 
the  Georgia  Roads. 

Your  Committee  ask  leave  to  remind  you  that  prompt 
and  efficient  action  is  indispensable  to  success.  The  char- 
ter obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  which 
is  very  favorable  in  its  provisions,  will  be  forfeited  by  the 
delay  of  a  few  months.  It  was  obtained  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  in  all  probability  wouid  not  be  renewed 
on  terms  so  acceptable  to  the  Company. 

But,  why  multiply  reasons  in  behalf  of  a  work,-  which  on 
iis  very  face  bespeaks  its  own  importance.  One  difficulty, 
the  obstacle  in  our  way,  is  of  another  and  a  very  different 
character — we  want  the  means  for  accomplishing  the  work.- 
How  may  they  be  obtained?  In  the  present  infantile  con- 
dition of  our  Road,  when  our  very  first  returns  from  the' 
heavy  outlays  made  for  its  construction  are  Just  in,  it  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  expected,  that  we  should  undertake  a  work,- 
in  which  so  nlany  neighboring  companies  are  interested 
without  their  co-operation.  To  carry  out  these  views  we' 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  consisting  of  five  meinbers,  including  the'  Pres- 
idents of  W".  &  K.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  the  Wil.  &  Man.  R.  R  Co.  be  appointed  by 
this  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  negotiate  with  the  Postmaster  General 
for  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Wateree  and  Hamburg  R.  R.  as  a  p'art  of 
a  prospective  Postal  arrangement. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the'  duty  of  said  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
heads  of  the  several  Rail  Road  Companies  interested  in  the  work,  in  order  to 
obtain  their  general  co-operation'  in  its  accomplishment,  and  especially  in  pro- 
curing their  concurrence  in  the  latter  part  of  the  first  resolution'. 

Resolved,  That  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  report  at  the  earliest  day 
practicable  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  this  Company,  whose  duty  it  shail 
be,  and  they  arc  hereby  required,  immediately  thereafter  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  will  secure  the  organization  of  the  Wateree  and  Hamburg  Rail  Road 
Company. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted, 

"FRED.  J.  HILL,  Cha'm. 

The  Report  and  accompanying  Resolutions  were  adopted 
unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  E-  Byrd  it  was 


Rrsolued,  That  a  Committee  of  six  persons  be  appointed  by  the  Chairman  to 
nominate  the  members  of  the  Committee,  ordered  to  be  appointed  under  the 
Resolutions  just  adopted. 

The  Chairman  appointed  as  said  Committee  Dr.  J.  E. 
Byrd,  II.  II.  Wells,  Dr.  "W.  R.  Johnson,  Dr.  F.  J.  Hill,  O.  G. 
Parsley,  and  Augustus  Smith. 

W.  S.  Mull  ins,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  made  the  following  Report.     ' 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  "VVil.  &  Man.  R.  R.  Co.,  to- 
gether with  the  Reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  General 
Superintendent  of  the  Company,  and  also  the  Reports  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Auditing  Committee,  having  had  the  same 
under  examination,  heg  leave  to  report. 

That  the  result  of  the  last  year's  operations  of  the  Road  is  justly  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  the  Stockholders.  The  receipts  have  exceeded 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  those  who  projected  and  have  carried 
through  the  enterprise,  and  the  prospect  of  complete  success  now  open- 
ing before  the  Stockholders,  compensates  them  for  their  exertions  and 
perseverance  during  the  doubts  and  uncertainty  that  at  one  time  hung 
around  the  completion  of  the  Road.  Your  Committee  believe  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  exaggeration  in  saying  that  the  history  of  ho 
other  Rail  Road  in  this  country  will  exhibit  as  large  a  profit  upon  the 
capital  invested  during  the  first  year  of  its  operations,  as  has  been  made 
upon  our  Road  during  the  last  year.  The  item  of  receipts  from  way 
passengers,  amounting  to  $54,940,  has  especially  excited  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  and  admonishes  those  who  may  from  time  to  time 
have  the  control  of  the  Road,  of  what  is  their  true  policy.  The  capa- 
bilities, of  the  country  through  which  the  Road  passes,  have  been 
strikingly  exhibited  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  built,  and  if 
the  policy  is  now  adopted  and  steadily  pursued  of  fostering  enterprise 
along  the  line,  and  encouraging  the  developement  of  all  the  resources  of 
the  country  by  giving  the  facilities  that  may  be  needed,  the  permanent 
and  highest  success  of  the  Road  will  be  most  certaiuly  ensured.  Even 
thus  soon  the  demand  for  outlets  from  business  swelling  beyond  its  old 
channels,  have  been  more  than  the  Road  could  supply,  and  the  necessity 
of  incurring  large  outlays  for  machinery  and  other  expenses,  to  meet 
these  demands,  combined  with  the  excessive  stringency  in  the  money 
market,  appears  to  your  Committee  the  only  reason  for  the  slightest 
embarrassment  at  present.  They  concur  with  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors in  thinking  that  if  a  third  mortgage  will  assist  the  sale  of  the  In- 
come Bonds,  heretofore  authorised  to  be  issued,  it  should  forthwith  be 
executed,  and  thejr  herewith  report  a  Resolution  for  that  purpose.  It 
seems  to  the  Committee  that  nothing  save  absolute  impossibility  to 
anticipate  the  revenue  of  the  Road  by  borrowing  money,  will  justify, 
during  the  coming  year,  any  failure  to  do  promptly  all  the  business  that 
may  be  offered,  in  such  a  way  as  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  prevent  all  reasonable  complaint.  And  the  Committee  consider 
any  debt  contracted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  this  to  be  done,  so  far 


from  being  unwise  or  doubtful  in  policy,  to  be  the  very  wisest  and  most 
prudent  thing  that  can  be  done. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  charter  of  the  Com- 
pany by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  allowing  the  appointment  of 
one  Director  by  the  State  authorities,  upon  certain  conditions,  your 
Committee  decidedly  and  unanimously  recommend  that  the  amendment 
be  declined  by  the  Stockholders, — the  reasons  for  this  course  are  vari- 
ous, and  will  be  briefly  alluded  to.  In  the  first  place,  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  possesses  an  equal  amount  of  stock  in  the  Road,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  stand  on  an  equal  footing  in  its 
management ;  then  as  the  Road  lies  in  both  States,  and  the  Company  acts 
under  a  Charter  from  each  State,  this  amendment  of  the  Charter 
ought  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  also,  before 
it  is  adopted  by  the  Stockholders.  The  State  may  dispose  of  its  stock 
in  this  Road,  too,  and  thus  render  another  alteration  necessary.  And 
finally,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Stockholders  are  much 
more  likely  to  make  a  wise  selection  of  Directors  than  a  State  appoint- 
ment. They  therefore  herewith  report  a  Resolution  declining  the 
amendment  of  the  Charter, 

With  regard  to  defaulting  subscribers  who  have  never  paid  the  first 
instalment,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors be  empowered  to  strike  their  names  from  the  list  of  Stockholders, 
when,  in  their  judgment,  it  is  expedient. 

The  Committee  feel  called  upon  by  a  regard  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  Road,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Stockholders  to  the  propriety 
of  the  erection  of  wharves  upon  the  western  bank  of  the  river  at  as 
early  a  day  as  convenient.  We  believe  that  if  the  expense  of  tranship- 
ment across  the  river  could  be  obviated  upon  merchandize  shipped  from 
the  North,  for  transit  upon  our  Road,  and  upon  country  produce  in- 
tended for  direct  shipment  northward,  it  would  bring  additional  busi- 
ness to  the  Road,  and  that  such  an  arrangement  ought  to  be  made,  as 
well  as  a  matter  of  policy  as  of  right  and  justice 

Your  Committee  connot  conclude  their  Report  without  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  claims  which  the  President  and  Directors  and  officers 
have  upon  the  confidence  and  regard  of  the  Stockholders.  If  ours,  to- 
day, is  a  feeling  of  triumph  and  mutual  congratulation,  let  us  remember 
how  much  of  this  we  owe  to  the  indefatigable  energy  and  untiring  per- 
severance amid  difficulty  and  doubt  of  those  who  were  charged  with  the 
management  of  the  work.  They  have  neglected  for  us  their  private 
affairs ;  they  have  again  and  again  risked  their  private  fortunes  for  the 
success  of  the  enterprise,  and  they  are  justly  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
and  esteem  of  those  whose  interests  they  have  promoted.  This  is  emi- 
nently true  of  the  President,  who  retires  from  our  service  to-day.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  decide  with  accuracy  how  much  has  been  done  by 
him  towards  securing  the  building  of  the  Road.  His  enthusiasm  in- 
spired confidence  when  many  of  ourselves  doubted  and  hesitated,  and 
to  his  fertility  of  resources  and  his  energy  that  would  not  be  abated, 
we  owe  our  extrication  more  than  once  from  difficulties  that  seemed  in- 
surmountable. We  feel  well  assured  that  he  bears  with  him  into  his 
retirement  the  good  wishes  and  kind  regard  of  the  whole  Company. 

We  feel  impelled  by  a  sense  of  justice,  to  likewise  acknowledge  thus 
publicly,  the  able,  efficient  and  faithful  services  of  the  Engineer  and  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Road,  Mr.  L.  J.  Fleming.  His  very  able  Report, 
made  to  this  meeting,  containing  a  succinct  history  of  the  construction 
of  the  Road,  is  entitled  to  the  careful  study  of  the  Stockholders, 


Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Company  be  authorized  and  instructed 
to  execute  an  additional  Mortgage  of  the  whole  Road  to  secure  the  payment 
of  the  Income  Bonds  of  this  company,  authorized  to  be  issued  at  the' last 
meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  whenever  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  may  think  expedient 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Company  be  and  is  hereby  instructed 
to  inform  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  that  this  Company  respectfully  de- 
clines the  Amendment  of  its  charter,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina at  its  Session  of  1852-53. 

Resolved .That  the  President  and  Directors  be  authorized,  to  strike  from 
the  list  of  Stockholders  the  names  of  those  subscribers,  who  have  not  paid 
their  first  installment,  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so. 

The  first  Resolution,  as  reported  above  was  unanimously 
adopted,  eight  thousand  and  fire  hundred  shares,  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  stock  held  in  this  Company,  votino- 
for  the  same. 

The  second  Resolution  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
O.  G.  Parsley  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  words  Re- 
solved, for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following:  "that  the 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  pass- 
ed at  the  Session  of  1852,  entitled  "An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
entitled  an  "  Act  to  incorporate  the  Wilmington  and  Man- 
chester Rail  Road  Company  ratified  on  the  27th  day  of 
Pec.  185g,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted  as  provided 
for  in  said  Act. 

Res»lved(  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Meeting  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  the  above  Resolution  to  the  Chairman  of  Board  ef  Internal  Improve- 
ment of  this  State," 

Dr.  A.  J.  DeRosset  Jr.  moved  the  following  amendment,  as 
a  substitute  for  Mr.  Parsley's  amendment,"that  application  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  charter  so  as  to  conform  with  that  passed  by 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  Director  by  the  former  without  voting  in  the 
election  of  others. 

After  discussion,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mullins  both  amend- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Resolution  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  was  adopted.  The  third  Resolution  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mullins. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  forthwith  made  to  the  Legislatures  of  North 
Carolina  and  South  Carolina  to  procure  an  Amendment  of  the  Charter  of  this 
Company,  reducing  the  votes  to  be  given  at  anv  meeting  of  Stockholders  upon 
a  larger  number  of  shares  than  fifty,  held  bv  one  individual,  corporation  or 
State;  by  some  regular  scale. 
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Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  this  Company  forthwith  pro- 
pare  and  provide  a  Memorial  to  this  effect. 

On  motion  of  Col.  E.  W.  Charles,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to 
have  issued  a  Certificate  of  Stock  for  three  shares  in  this  Company,  to  the  Es- 
tate of  A.  J.  Bland,  if  upon  investigation  they  deem  it  proper  to-do  so. 

H.  L.  Holmes,  Esq.,  having  suggested  some  doubts  with 
regard  to  his  right  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  Stock  held  by  -the 
State  of  North.  Carolina  it  was 

On  motion  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  recognise  H.  L.  Holaie3,  Esq.,  as  the  duly  ap- 
pointed Proxy  for  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  as  such  fully  entitled  to 
cast  the  vote  of  the  Stock  held  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in  this  Compa- 
ny. 

On  motion  of  P.  K.  Dickinson  the  meeting  adjourned 
until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Thursday,  Jan.  25th,  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Stockholders  assembled  according  to  adjournment. 
On  motion  of  George  Davis,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  the  election  of  President,  and  immediately  af- 
terwards for  ten  Directors,  and  George  Davis  and  D.  XL 
Gregg,  with  the  Secretary  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
manage  the  election  and  count  the  votes.  The  Stockholders 
then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  President,  when  upon  counting 
the  votes,  J.  Eli  Gregg  was  found  to  have  received  seven 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes,  which  being  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  he  was  thereupon 
declared  duly  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Stockholders  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  ten  Direc- 
tors to  serve  for  one  year ;  when  upon  counting  the  votes, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  found  to  be  duly  elected,  viz ; 
John  A.  Taylor,  T.  D.  Walker,  N.  K  Nixon,  Henry  Nutt, 
Alfred  Smith,  Gen.  W.  W.  Harllee,  E.  W.  Charles,  Geo,  I. 
W.  McCall,  W.  A.  Muldrow  and  John  B.  Moore.  ' 

On  motion  of  Joshua  G.  Wright,  Esq., 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Stockholders  of  this  Company  cannot  con 
sent  to  a  separation  from  its  late  President,  Gen.  W.  W.  Harllee,  without  ex- 
pressing their  high  appreciation  of  his  official  services,  and  that  their  thanks 
are  hereby  tendered  to  him  for  the  untiring  energy  and  eminent  ability  wifcb 
which  he  has  uniformly  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion  of  H.  L.  Holmes,  Esq., 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Gen.  W.  W.  Harllee  and  his  family  be  allowed 
to  pass  over  the  Road  free  of  charge. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  W.  W.  Harllee, 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  President  of  this  Company  be  fixed  as 
three  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Byrd,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate, the  members  of  the  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Post 
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Office  Department  and  other  Rail  Road  Companies  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  Wateree  &  Hamburg  Rai1 
Road,  made  a  report  recommending  Gen.  W.  W.  Harllee. 
Ool.  F.  J.  Moses,  and  P.  K.  Dickinson,  which  was  adopted, 
and  those  gentlemen  appointed  of  the  Committee. 
On  motion  of  O.  G.  Parsley, 

Resolved,  That  the  liabilities  entered  into  by  the  President  and  Directors  of 
this  Company  in  their  individual  capacities  on  account  of  the  Company,  be  rec- 
ognised by  this  meeting  as  the  obligation  and  liability  of  this  Company  in  ev- 
ery respect,  as  if  created  by  order  of  the  Stockholders. 

•On  motion  of  Mr  Timmons, 

Resolved,  That  S.  D.  Wallace,  Geo.  R.  French,  and  R.  Harllee,  be  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Company  for  the  ensuing  year. 
On  motion  of  Gen.  Harllee, 

Resolved,  Tk.it  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Geo.  R.  French,  T.  D.  Walker, 
*eq  N.  N.  Nixon,  with  the  Secretary,  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  priat 
rag  of  the  Reports  and  Proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bellamy, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourn,  it  stand  adjourned  to  meet  on 
the  first  Wednesday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  January,  1856. 

On  motion  of  J.  G.  "Wright,  Esq., 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered 
t/O  Col.  F.  J.  Moses,  for  the  marked  courtesy  and  ability  displayed  by  him  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered 
to  the  Secretary  for  his  services. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

"  F.  J.  MOSES,  Chairman. 
William  S.  Mullins,  Sec'y. 


PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTOR'S  REPORT. 

Office   Wilmington  &  Manchester  R.  R.  Co.,  / 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  Jan.  22d,  1855.  ] 

■To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Wil.  &  Man.  Railroad  Company : — 

The  President  and  Directors  beg  leave  to  submit  their  seventh  annu- 
al Report,  showing  the  operations  of  your  Company  for  the  year  end- 
ing 1st  December  1854. 

The  Reports  of  the  Treasurer,  and  that  of  the  Auditing  Committer, 
>*ill  exhibit  to  you  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  Company  at  the  close  of 
■  ihe  current  year,  together  with  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the 
■same.  From  the  Treasurer's  Report  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Conv 
/o&isy  expended  for  construction  of  Road,  Engines,  Coaches,  Bridges, 
.aid  the  poi'tion  of  the  S.  C.  R.  R.  leading  from  Waterec  to  Kingsville, 
the  sum  of  $44S,802  49,  in  which  that  for  bridges,  machinery,  and  the 
Oamden  Branch  of  the  S.  C.  R.  R.,  above  alluded  to,  constitute  the  chief 
portion. 

From  the  same  report,  you  will  also  see  the  aggregate  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  from  transportation  of  passengers,  mails  and  freights. — 
For  the  particular  classification  of  these,  the  proportion  of  receipts  and 
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expenses,  as  well  as  the  nett  earnings  for  the  Road,  for  the  current 
year,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  interesting  Report  of  the  Su- 
perintendent, Mr.  Fleming,  who  has  carefully  prepared  the  tables,  and 
succinctly  exhibited  the  business  of  the  Company  therein. 

From  these  reports,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  running  expenses  of 
the  Road  amounted  to  less  than  50  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  receipts., 
which,  considering  the  increased  expenses  to  the  10th  October  last,  of 
a  larger  amount  of  machinery  employed  than  was  necessary  for  the 
working  of  the  road,  on  account  of  the  break  at  the  Pee  Dee  River, 
was  what  scarcely  could  have  been  expected. 

The  nett  earnings  of  the  road  too,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  equal  to  up- 
wards of  7  per  cent,  includinglosses  upon  bonds,  stocks,&c,  which  cannot 
but  be  gratifying  to  all  interested,  and  especially  so  to  those  who  may 
look  back  to  the  original  estimates  of  its  business  when  first  commenced. 
The  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  Company  is  also  exhibited  in  th& 
report  of  the  Treasurer,  and  that  not  regarded  as  the  funded  debt,  (in 
bills  payable,  &c.,)  is  much  larger  than  it  was  hoped  would  have  remained, 
as  it  was  expected  that  it  would  have  been  expedient  to  have  disposed  of 
the  income  bonds,  authorized  to  be  issued  at  your  last  meeting,  by 
which  the  bill  debt  against  the  Company  would  not  only  have  been 
avoided,  but  the  amounts  due  would  have  been  transferred  to  the  fund- 
ed debt,  as  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  are  for  machinery  to  stock  the  * 
Road  to  pay  for  which  the  bonds  were  authorized.  But,  on  the  bonds 
being  issued  under  your  authority,  it  was  found  from  various  causes, 
that  they  could  not  be  disposed  of  without  a  sacrifice  which  the  Board 
thought  too  great,  and  one  you  would  not  have  been  satisfied  to  have 
submitted  to. 

The  stringency  of  the  money  market,  and  the  great  shock  given  to 
the  credit  of  Raiiroad  securities,  by  frauds  of  some  few  Railroad  man- 
agers caused  the  withdrawal  of  foreign  capital  formerly  available ;  and 
the  only  means  the  Board  had  to  meet  liabilities  for  machinery,  &c., 
was  in  the  Company's  good  credit,  assisted  by  their  own  private  en 
dorsements  and  guarantees,  which  has  enabled  us  to  sustain  the  Com 
pany's  credit,  and  to  meet  the  heavy  amount  contracted  to  be  paid  dur- 
ing the  current  year  for  engines  and  coaches.  It  has  caused  some  sac- 
rifice and  much  exertion  to  effect  these  objects,  but  thus  far  it  has  been 
done,  and  it  is  believed  can  be,  till  the  balance  of  our  Bonds  are  dispos- 
ed of,  which,  with  the  receipts  of  the  Company  and  other  sources,  will 
enable  the  Board  at  no  distant  clay  to  meet  the  outstanding  demands 
without  injury  to  those  owning  them  or  the  Company  itself. 

Since  the  1st  Dec,  to  which  time  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  are 
made  up,  some  $50,000  of  these  bonds  have  been  disposed  of,  and  the 
proceeds  placed  to  the  bill  and  scrip  debts  of  the  company,  and  nego- 
tiations are  in  progress,  by  which  some  of  the  balance  of  the  bonds 
may  be  disposed  of  within  tke  next  three  months.  To  effect  a 
sale,  however,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  give  additional  guarantees 
than  the  pledge  of  the  income  of  the  Road.  At  home,  where  the  best 
chances  of  favorable  sales  exist,  there  is  not  much  acquaintance  with 
this  kind  of  securities,  which  are  common  elsewhere;  and  the  Board 
feeling  the  importance  of  adding  a  third  mortgage  of  the  Road  as  addi- 
tional security,  have  authorized  the  President,  in  any  sales  made  belore 
your  meeting,  to  give  assurances  that  such  mortgage  would  be  author- 
ized, and  to  give  a  guarantee  from  them  that  such  would  be  authorized 
by  you  at  vour  annual  meeting:. 
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la  conformity  with  this  resolution,  the  President,  during  the  present 
month,  negotiated  sales  of  bonds  amounting  to  forty  thousand  dollars^ 
giving  such  assurances. 

The  pledge  of  the  nett  income  of  the  Road  to  pay  interest  annually,, 
and  lay  aside  a  sinking  fund  of  $20,000  to  meet  the  principal  at  maturi- 
ty, is  sufficient  to  bind  the  Company  for  the  payment,  and  a  third  mort- 
gage can  add  no  stronger  obligations  for  the  fullfilment  of  their  engage- 
ments. Nor  can  it  detract  from  the  Company's  credit,  as  the  debt  is 
sufficient  obligation  to  them  to  require  them  to  meet  it,  and  their  pro- 
perty, worth  more  than  double  its  mortgage  debt.  With  this  third 
mortgage,  the  mortgage  debt  of  the  Company  will  only  amount  to 
$1,000,000,  the  interest  on  which  will  be  $70,000  annually.  With  even, 
the  receipts  of  the  last  year,  you  will  see  the  ability  of  the  Company  to- 
meet  the  interest  and  provide  for  running  expenses,  besides  laying  up 
a  balance  for  floating  debt  and  contingencies.  A  statement  is  submitted 
of  the  present  debt  of  the  Company,  not  included  in  the  mortgage  debt 
and  not  classed  as  funded,  and  also  of  the  assets  of  the  Company  to 
meet  it,  to  which  your  attention  is  called,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that- 
with  nett  income  estimated  at  $200,000,  which  the  Board  feel  no  hesita, 
tion  in  assuming  for  the  receipts  of  the  present  year  above  expenses, 
including  mail  service,  the  floating  debt  of  the  company  will  be  amply 
►provided  for,  and  the  interest  on  the  mortgage  debt  paid  up., 

The  debt  of  the  Company,  not  classed  as  funded,  is  made  by  the 
Treasurer's  Report,  of  the  following;-  items  : 

Bonds,  with  pledge  W.  &  R.  R.  B.  Stock, 
at  5  and  10  years $150,000  00 

Bonds  to  United  States,  due  Aug.  1856. 
and  payable  in  mail  service         -        -         -      $30,001  42 

Less,  am't  quarter  due  1st  Dec.  1854      -  6,218  00  —  23,783  451 

Bills  payable,  scrip  and  other  bonds  and 
notes        -         -        -"       -        -        -        •-    $32S,005  24 

Less,  am't  paid  since  1st  Dec.  '54  -         -        40,000  00—  288,005  24- 


$461,788  S6 
ASSETS  OF  COMPANY. 
Stock  of  W.  &  R.  R,  R.  Co  $201,500  00 

Bills  receivable 23,683  57 

Amounts  due  from  other  Roads,  agents, 

stocks,  cash,  &c. 35,405  87 

Subscriptions  of  stock,  not  yet  paid,  con- 
sidered good -     '30,000  00 


To  which,  add  estimated  nett  rec'pts  of 
Road,  including  mail  service         -        -      -       200,000  00 


122  income  bonds,  $1,000  nett— say     -      -       103,700  00 


594,289  44 
Amount  debts 461.78S  66 


Balance  of  assets        ......     $131,807  78 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  funded  or  mortgage,  debt 
of  the  company  including  the  income  Bonds  sold  and  yet  to  be  sold  wiJJ 
be  $1,000,000— the  annual  interest  on  which  is  $70,000,  which  will  first 
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be  deducted  from  the  wett  receipts  of  the  company.    Assuming  them  to 

be  this  year  -  -  -  $200,000 

Interest  -  70,000 

And  it  would  leave  -  -     $180,000 

Which  on  payment  of  the  floating  debt  for  which  assets  are  held  as 
appears  by  the  statement  thereof  would  leave  over  10  per  ot.  on  the 
capital  of  the  company. 

But  with  the  business  of  the  company  now  on  the  hr^i  year's  com- 
pletion of  the  road,  and  with  its  business  prospect  iargely  increased  by 
the  developement  of  the  country  through  which  it  runs,  it  is  hazard- 
ing little  in  estimating  that  its-business  of  travel  and  freights  will  be 
largely  increased  in  a  very  hw  years,  and  that  its  securities  and  stock 
will  be  a  valuable  investment  to  the  holders. 

A  contract  made  some  months  since  with  the  Post  Office  department 
for  the  transportation  of  an  additional  daily  mail  at  $250  per  mile  for 
the  whole  mail  service,  one  half  of  which  is  to  be  paid  quarterl3r  in  cash, 
and  the  other  half  applied  to  our  Custom  House  Bonds,  went  into  ope- 
ration on  the  15th  inst.,  at  which  time  arrangements  were  made  by  the 
South  Carolina  Railroad  Company  for  a  double  daily  service.  This  ar- 
rangement, it  is  believed,  will  increase  largely  the  through  travel  the 
present  year,  as  well  as  add  much  to  our  receipts  on  the  way  travel,  as 
by  the  day  .train  passengers  and  their  families  can  go  over  the  road  in 
daylight,  which  heretofore  they  could  not,  and  from  the  unseasonable 
hours  of  night  in  which  one  train  passed  through  populous  communities 
we  were  deprived  of  considerable  revenue  from  this  item. 

By  this  arrangement  a  double  daily  mail  connection  is  made  from 
New  York  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  over  your  road,  and  a  single  train  through  to 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  daily. 

As  has  been  previously  stated,  the  trains  did  not  cross  the  Pee  Dee 
Bridge  till  the  10th  October  last,  since  which  time  they  have  been  run- 
ning regularly  over  it.  With  the  cast  iron  piles  as  foundations,  the 
Board  and  the  Company  have  every  reason  to  be  fully  satisfied,  and  can 
proudly  congratulate  themselves  that  notwithstanding  so  many  difficul- 
ties, they  have  been  the  first  oft  the  continent  to  adopt  this  admirable 
system  of  bridging  such  streams. 

The  contracts  for  stone  abutments  at  each  end  of  the  Bridge  is  now 
progressing  under  reliable  contractors,  and  as  to  this  whole  work,  the 
Board  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  Col.  Gwynn. 

For  the  manner  in  which  the  contract  with  the  South  Carolina  Rail- 
road Company  reported  to  you  at  your  last  meeting,  is  progressing  in 
the  Wateroe  Swamp,  you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent. This,  when  completed,  will  add  much  to  the  strength  and  certain- 
ty of  that  portion  of  the  road,  and  its  completion  is  urged  by  us  with 
all  possible  dispatch. 

With  this  work  finished,  and  our  trestle  work  filled  in,  (a  force  for 
which,  witb»a  dirt  train,  are  provided  this  year,)  the  comfort  and  cer- 
tainty of  our  trains  will  be  enhanced,  the  speed  increased  at  least  two 
hours,  and  its  safety  equally  preserved.  It  is  a  source  of  great  con- 
gratulation, that  thus  far,  in  the  whole  operations  of  the  road,  no  loss 
of  life  to  a  passenger  has  occurred  from  accidents  on  our  road,  and  but 
one  serious  accident  to  any  individual,  in  which  latter  instance  the  party 
injured  being  considered  in  the  wrong,  by  beiag  out  of  his  place  fAnd  o* 


Ice  platform  while  the  train  was  in  motion.  At  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  an  act  was  passed,  on  the  application  of 
the' Board,  under  the  directions  of  the  Stockholders,  at  their  last  meet- 
ing in  Sumterville,  S.  C,  amending  our  charter  so  as  to  equalize  the 
votes  of  the  Stockholders  in  the  two  States,  (giving  each  share  one 
vete.j  An  authenticated  copy  of  the  act  is  herewith  submitted,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  appointing  proxies  to  repre- 
sent the  State  on  her  stock  held  in  this  Company. 

Your  attention  is  also  directed  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  passed  in  the  session  of  1852  and  '53,  amending  the  charter  of 
this  Gompanjr  so  as  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  appoint 
one  director,  provided  the  stockholders  would  accept  the  amendment. 
Under  that  power,  His  Excellency,  the  late  Governor,  *:eid,  appointed  a 
director  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  which  was  declined  by  the  stock- 
holder.-, upon  the  ground  that  no  legal  authority  existed  for  such  ap- 
pointment. At  that  time,  the  attention  of  the  meeting  was  not  called 
to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  referred  to.  Upon  communicating  the 
proceedings  to  Governor  Reid,  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  was* 
cabled  to  the  act,  of  which  none  of  the  Board  seemed  to  be  aware,  and 
was  passed  without  the  knowledge  or  consent,  so  far  as  is  known,  of 
any  officer  of  the  Company.  No  notice  of  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment was  ever  given  to  the  Governor,  and  he  assumed  it  had  been  ac- 
cepted, for  which  reason  he  made  the  appointment. 

It  is  proper  that  the  stockholders  should  now  take  some  detinite  ac- 
tion on  the  subject,  so  that  all  future  doubts  may  be  ended  in  one  way 
or  the  other. 

To.  the  interesting  report  of  the  Superintendent,  with  respect  to  an 
experimental  survey  of  the  line  oi  the  Watcrec  and  Hamburg  Railroad, 
leading  from  Kingsville  to  Augusta,  Ga,,  commenced  under  the  direction 
of  the  Stockholders  at  their  last  meeting,  you  are  respectfully  referred. 
A  fall  report  has  not  yet  been  made  by  the  party  on  the  survev,  but 
enough  can  be  gathered  from  the  present  report,  to  enable  you  to  take 
s-uvh  action  as  you  would,  provided  the  whole  were  before  you.  That 
it  would  be  desirable  to  the  lines  of  railroad  on  th«  Atlantic' route  west 
of  Augusta,  and  east  of  Kingsville,  to  secure  this  route  so  as  to  shorten 
the  distance  and  enable  them  to  enter  into  successful  competition  with 
rival  routes  hereafter  to  be  finished,  For  the  great  through  mail  and 
travel,  is  an  admitted  fact. 

To  that  portion  of  the  line  lying  betwixt  Kingsville  and  Weldon,  em- 
bracing your  Road  ami  the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  Road,  it  becomes 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  when  taken  in  connection' with  the  fact  of 
the  charter  for  another  enterprise,  which  would  enable  other  companies 
to  come  into  the  race  of  competition.  These  two  companies  have  strug- 
gled already  hard  to  build  their  respective  Roads.  The  communities 
along  the  line  have  contributed  their  share  of  means  and  energy.  Yet 
neither  of  these  is  exhausted,  and  in  their  trying  experience  to  better 
their  condition,  they  have  learned  too  much  the  value  oft  self-reliance, 
and  manly  energy,  to  be  deterred  from  an  undertaking  likely  to  improve 
what  they  have  already  accomplished,  if  it  should  be  to  their  interest  t* 
undertake  it.  Late  unhappy  controversies  have  already  threatened 
them,  or  a  portion  of  them,  with  the  withdrawal  of  the"  great  mail. 
Rival  routes  are  springing  up  and  being  pressed  forward,  looking  confi- 
dently to  a  successful  competition  for  the  through  mail  and  travel    and 
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to  be  too  .supine  now,  when  they  have  a  favorable  charter,  near  sax 
months  of  which  is  yet  to  run  for  them  to  subscribe  the  necessary  stock 
to  form  the  Company,  by  which  they  can  gain  three  years'  time  to  go- 
to work,  may  be  an  error  that  would,  perhaps,  prove  injurious  to  their 
prosperity. 

The  matter,  however,  is  submitted  to  you,  with  the  assurance  that 
you  are  sufficiently  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  to  give  it 
your  patient  consideration  and  calm  judgments. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  take  leave  of  you,  officially,  to  join  you. 
sit^your  first  meeting  after  the  completion  of  the  enterprise  you  have  so 
long  and  faithfully  cherished,  and  to  mingle  in  congratulations  with  you 
that  you  have  so  many  cheering  causes  of  satisfaction  for  its  success  and 
prosperity!     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

>W.  W.  HARLLEE,  President. 


Office  Wilmington  and  Manchester  R.  K.  Co.  i 
Wilmington,  Jan.  22  u.  1S55.       ) 
To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Wil.  &  Man.  Bail  Road  Company: 

Gentlemen: — In  submitting  to  you  the  seventh  annual  Report  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  your  Company,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  an- 
nounce to  you  that,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  giving  more  of  my  per- 
sonal attention  to  my  private  affairs,  and  the  importance  now  of  a  larger 
share  of  the  presence  of  the  President  at  the  office  of  the  Company 
than  is  practicable  for  me  to  bestow,  the  relations  which  have  subsisted 
between  us  so  long  and  so  harmoniously,  must  cease. 

In  making  this  announcement  I  cannot  forbear  the  expression  of  my 
heartfelt  thanks  for  the  universal  kindness  and  cordial  support  which  yon 
have  rendered  me  in  every  stage  of  your  great  enterprise — from  its  ies- 
ble  and  struggling  infancy  to  its  .successful  maturity  and  strengths 
With  a  total  inexperience  in  Rail  Road  affairs,  when  called  by  your  con- 
fidence to  the  position  I  have  occupied,  it  would  be  arrogant  in  me  to 
assume,  and  even  more  than  I  could  have  hoped  for,  that  errors  and 
mistakes  would  not  occur  in  the  course  of  my  administration.  What- 
ever they  may  have  been,  your  past  confidence  gives  me  the  assuranc* 
that  they  will  be  regarded  errors  of  judgment,  and  not  of  intention,  and 
that  they  will  meet  with  indulgence  at  your  hands.  Nor  can  I  forbear 
to  commend  to  your  consideration  and  confidence  your  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, with  whom  it  has  been  my  lot  and  my  pleasure  to  be  so  long  asso- 
ciated. To  the  zeal  and  earnestness  with  which  they  have  sustained 
your  interests,  the  energy  and  fidelit}r  with  which  they  have  fulfilled 
their  obligations  to  the  Stockholders,  and  the  promptness  in  coming 
forward  with  individual  contributions,  as  well  as  staking  their  private 
fortunes  and  credits  in  time  of  trials,  difficulties  and  doubts,  which 
have  often  surrounded  us,  much  more  is  due  for  the  success  of  your  en- 
terprise than  is  generally  awarded  or  properly  appreciated  but  by  you 
who  know  the  many  circumstances  calling  for  extraordinary  and  disinter- 
ested expedients,  such  as  they  have  met. 

That  harmony  and  union  on  your  part,  which  has  marked  the  pro- 
gress and  witnessed  the  triumph  of  your  labors,  cannot  fail  to  build  up 
and  strengthen  your  important  interests  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  now- 
felt  and  realized. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  prosperity,  I  am  most 
respectully,  vour  ob't  serv't., 

W.  W.  HARLLEK. 
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CHIEF  ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  Jan,  23d,  1855. 
To  ilw  President  and  Directors  of  the  JVil.  &  Man.  R.  R.  Company  ; 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  my  resignation,  which 
was  tendered  in  a  communication  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1854,  was  withdrawn,  and  in  conformity  with  your 
resolution,  I  have  continued  in  charge  of  the  Great  Pee  Dee  Bridge. 
On  the  resumption  of  the  work  which  was  delayed  and  nearly  altogether 
suspended  by  high  water  from  the  1st  of  January  until  late  in  the 
spring,  the  operation  of  sinking  the  cylinders  was  commenced,  and  I  am 
happy  to  state,  we  succeeded  in  driving  them  down  to  the  stratum  of 
shole  mentioned  in  iny  former  report  as  underlaying  the  sand,  into 
which  they  have  been  sunk.  On  this  stratum  the  cylinders  now  rest, 
surrounded  by  the  sandy  bed  of  the  river,  varying  in  depth  between  the 

extremes  of feet.     If  there  was  any  doubt  before  of  the  current, 

in  freshets  washing  away  the  sand  from  around  the  cylinders,  and  un- 
dermining them,  this  doubt  is  now  entirely  removed ;  for  if  the  sand 
should  be  swept  away,  which  is  a  contingency  not  within  the  scope  of 
possibility,  (especially  as  I  shall  protect  its  surface  from  abrasion,  by 
throwing  in  the  cement  which  was  damaged  by  the  great  fresh  of 
March,  1854,)  the  stratum  of  shale  would  resist  the  scouring  effect  of  a 
current  much  stronger  than  any  that  could  possibly  reach  it  through 
the  medium  of  the  deep  column  of  water  above  it.  In  the  progress  of 
sinking  the  cylinders,  the  air  lock  which  I  described,  with  a  notice  of  its 
imperfections,  in  my  report  before  referred  to,  gave  way;  for  the  particu- 
lars attending  this  circumstance  and  the 'cause  of  the  failure  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  my  report,  made  at  the  time  it  occurred.  Its  place  was 
sspplied  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  by  an  air  lock  combining  the 
improvements,  suggested  in  my  report,  together  with  others  originating 
with  Mr.  Alexander  Holstrom,  and  for  which  he  has  obtained  a  pateat. 
Each  cylinder,  as  soon  as  sunk,  was  floored  over  at  the  bottom  witk 
plank,  shored  by  the  flange  of  the  first  section,  filled  with  cement  to  a 
height  of  eighteen  feet,  and  the  remaining  height  filled  with  sand.  The 
operation  of  sinking,  filling,  painting,  bracing  and  capping  the  cylinders, 
was  confided  to  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Holstrom,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  September.  The  superstructure  of  the  bridge  was  raised  with 
great  expedition  by  Messrs.  Stone  &  McDowell — on  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  cars  passed  over,  and  have  continued  since  to  cross  without  in- 
terruption. 

The  work  now  remaining  to  be  done,  consists  of  the  removal  of  the 
wooden  supports  of  the  draw  and  the  western  end  of  the  bridge,  and  a 
substitution  of  stone  for  these  perishable  structures.  A  contract  was 
made  for  the  masonry,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1854,  with  Mr.  William 
Murdock,  an  energetic  and  faithful  contractor,  who  has  diligently  and 
faithfully  exerted  his  best  efforts  in  the  performance  of  his  contract, 
although  as  yet  not  a  stone  has  been  laid.  Mr.  Murdock,  immediately 
after  entering  into  the  contract,  sent  a  force  to  the  Pee  Dee,  to  excavate 
the  foundations,  and  commenced  to  prepare  and  haul  stone  to  the  South 
Carolina  Railroad,  near  Columbia,  where  they  are  now  lying  for  the 
want  of  turn-outs  for  the  cars  to  stand  on  while  loading.  This  delay, 
trivial  as  the  cause  may  seem  to  be,  has  been  unavoidable,  as,  far  as  the 
contractor  is  concerned.  As  soon  as  the  turn-out  is  completed!,  the 
stone  can  be  transported,  and  if  effected  with  dispatch,  high  water  is 
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ice  only  impediment  which,  can  arise  to  the  rapid  pyegpess  and  speedy 
completion  of  the  work. 

Not  being  informed,  until  a  day  or  two  since,  that  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Stockholders  was  so  near  at  hand,  and  laboring  under  a  heavy 
pressure  of  business  at  this  time,  combined  with  indisposition  arising 
from  a  severe  cold',  I  am  unable  to  make  as  full  a  report  as  the  interest- 
ing operations  of  the  past  year  demand.  With  your  leave,  I  propose 
supplying  the  omission  by  a  more  full  and  extensive  report  upon  the 
final  completion  of'  the  work, 

t  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Chief  Engineer  Wil.  &  Mar,.  R.  R.  Go. 
P.  S.     In  my  Report  of  Jan.  19th,  1854,  by  a  typographical  error,  iny 
appointment  of  Chief  Engineer  is  made  to  take  place  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gns't,  1643,  it  should  be  1848.  W.  G. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S   REPORT. 

(Jen.  W.   W.  Harllee,  President  Wil.  &  Man.  Rail  Road  Company : 

Sis : — In  submitting  the  seventh  annual  Report,  I  beg  to  congratulate 
the  Company  upon  the  completion  of  their  Road. 

The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year,  from  1st  December,  1853,  to  1st  De- 
cember, 1854,  have  been: 

Prom  through  passengers,  -  $150,419  25 

"     way    '  do.  54,940  73 

'l    freight.  -  92,724  11 

"    mail,  -         >        -  .       -        30,090  27 

"     other  sources,        ■-.-■-        -  2,225  00 


Making  a  total  of           ...         .  $330,399  36 

The  expenditures    for  operating  the  Road  during   the 

©me  period  have  been  : 

For  road  repairs,        .....  $42,549  22 

14    transportation,          -  105,449  2G 

'•    stock  killed,  lost,  damaged  goods,  &c,  5,160  85 

"    ferry  at  Wilmington  and  Pee  Dee,     -  13,790  62 

u    office  expenses,  "      545  52 

'«    sundries,                            ....  21,241  25 

Making  a  total  of         -         -        -        -  $188,736  74 


Nett  receipts  from  operations  of  the  year,  -       $141,662  64 

The  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  are  more  fully  set  forth 
in  the  annexed  exhibits,  marked  A  and  R,  and  kept  in  the  Treasurer's 
office. 

The  largest  item  under  the  head  of  Loss  and  Damage  is  for  stock 
killed  ;  and  in  the  Perry  account  is  charged  $4,832  92,  cost  of  ferrying 
the  passengers  and  freight  at  the  Pee  Dee  River,  before  the  completion 
of  the  Bridge;  and  in  sundries,  $15,667  93,  paid  the  Carolina  Stage 
Company  and  the  South  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company,  for  freight,  due 
previous  to  the  1st  December,  which  are  legitimately,  extraordinary 
expenditures.  Deducting  these  items,  it  leaves  the  total  expenditures 
of  the  year  $168,135  89. 

To  the  receipts  of  the  Road  should  be  added  )|3,182  56,  from  freight 
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i  e  Western  end  for  the  month  of  November,  the  accounts  of  which 
could  not  be  adjusted  before  closing  the  Books  for  the  year,  and  the  fur 
ther  amount  for  Mad  Transportation  for  the  months^f  October  Ind 
November  above  October  and  November,  1853,  of  about  $6,218  which 
will  swell  the  aggregate  receipts  of  the  year  to  -  $330  800  X 

rrom  which  deduct  ordinary  expenditures,         -         -  168'§3§  80 

Andit  leaves  a  nett  balance  from  the  operations  of  the 

Road  of    -         -         .         .        .        .  _         '_      £-„        r     n 

Leaving  a  fair  margin,  therefore,  for  unsettled  accounts  at  *&e  close 
of  the  year  the  Road  has  been  operated  at  a  cost  of  about  50  per  rem 
of  its  receipts,  whde  the  expenditures  were  materially  increased  by  the 
want  of  connection  at  the  Pee  Dee  River,  requiring  separate  niachfne  v 
%£&&££?*   thC  *******  -"^Prices1  paid  for  laboS 

The  Roadway  is  in  good  condition,  the  rolling  stock  of  superior  uuali- 

te^j&s:^ few  freisht  °*va]  be  -ffi^  ^ 

Statement  C  contains  a  list  of  the  Engines  and  their  present  com* 
■     Cars  "UI     °r  °f  '  aSSe,lge1''    B'g^  Freight,  (travel,  and  Timber 

Statement  D,  a  list  of  the  prJncipal  articles  which  have  beea  brought 
to  Wilmington  during  the  year.  *   l 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  Naval  Stores  exceeds  the 
largest  estimates  made  by  the  most  sanguine  persons.  and ~  have  ^ 
doubt  will  be  materially  increased  during  the  present  year 

Kin*sv?il  tTr'!'^  i  p1C  V**?"*'  the  R°ad  WaS  »'  <*"*&>  from 
Marlon        If  f ff  "  R°ad  0n  U'e  ""eSt<  and  fr0ra  CaPc  Fear  »&*  *• 

S££  workt  7  C0"nec^°\vvas  formed  by  Stages.  In  December,. 
Me  trestle  woik  n  the  Pee  Dee  Swamp  was  so  far  completed,  that  the 
Passengers  were  femed  over  at  the  Bridge,  and  in  January  the  trek 
tie  Se  J2  J 1C  P"  beC  Riwi  c^Pletingthe  entire  Road £g 
mtif  t  J  (Vh  O,  1^  ^TO  H"  r  Mails  °0ntinued  t0  be  ***  «>'«• 
tbrou.^  (he  L,  '  '  °    '  'amS   COmmenc^  to  run    regularly 

ruaW8  Indll  ?5!£2  "i",™8  tra"!"'erred  to  «fc  >W>  °»  the  1st  Fcb- 
from  the  line  *  "  U"S  plaCC  M  Ch«**«>»  withdraw, 

a  KMf^iHk^fr6'  °f  ule/aSt  year  should  <■*  be  considered  a» 
a  little  more  than  the  result  ef  ten  months  operations  with  an  unde- 
veloped busmen,  and  greatly  embarrassed  nearly  the  whole  year  by  the 
want  ef  a  connection  ever  the  Pee  Dee  river.  Your  attention  is  nar 
licularly  directed  to  the  local  business,  from  Way  Savel  a  d  F  eiSt" 
which  IS  larger  than  the  receipts  of  the  Wilmiagton  and  RaleMi  Ra  1 

mSSS. same  **"■■ in  1850~^ter  that  *****  *«*  2T5SSI! 

The  aggregate  receipts- for  the  vear  are  also  larger  than  thr>  ™m* 
.mount  on  that  Road  in  1851,  4  years  after  ?  fomp  e"io     wSh 
&    Th°renCtl0n  i°,  Sar,eS,t0un'  -and  "°  «"*"»  compPeti  ion  f"  tb 

By  reference  to  this  table  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  way  travel  for 

tern  t  gf  ?"  ^^  ^1  WBj^  at  $132  511  51,  wwfe    he  J«me 
Hem  en  this  Road  was  only  $O4,940  93.     This  i*  cause*?  in  part  by  the 
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difference  in  the  method  adopted  by  the  respective  companies  tor  classi- 
fying the  travel.  Prior  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Boats,  all  passengers 
between  Wilmington  and  Charleston,  er  between  Wilmington  and  Wei- 
don,  or  from  any  intermediate  point  to  either  Charleston  or  Weldon. 
was  classed  as  way  travel — the  through  travel  only  embracing  passen- 
gers from  Charleston  to  Weldon.  After  the  steamers  were  withdrawn, 
the  travel  between  Wilmington  and  Weldon  was  classed  as  through 
travel,  and  it  will  be  perceived  by  reference  to  the  last  reports  of  that 
company  that  during  the  first  four  months  of  their  fiscal  year  while  their 
boats  were  in  operation,  the  average  monthly  receipts  from  this  item 
were  $20,360  44,  while  for  the  remaining  eight  months,  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  boats,  the  average  monthly  receipts  were  only  $6,383  71. 

The  receipts  for  the  ensuing  year  may  be  estimated  at  $400,000.  In 
making  this  estimate  I  have  assumed  that  there  will  be  an  average  in- 
crease of  10  per  cent,  on  the  Through,  Way  travel  and  Freight  Vver.  the 
dcenage  monthly  receipts  since  the  mail  ions  transferred  to  this  Road. 

The  South  Carolina  Rail  Road  company,  under'  the  contract  with  this 
company,  for  the  joint  use  of  the  Camden  Branch  between  Kingsvill* 
and  Wateree,  have  finished  the  construction  of  the  bridge  over  the  Wa- 
teree  river,  and  the  trestle  work  (which  is  being  constructed  at  an  ele- 
vation of  three  feet  above  the  highest  freshets,)  will  be  completed  early 
in  the  spring.  A  new  track  from  the  highland  at  the  Wateree  swamp 
to  connect  with  this  work  is  also  progressing,  and  when  completed  will 
place  the  Roadway  through  that  swamp  beyond  the  contingency  of  bein^' 
interrupted  by  freshets. 

The  Road  has  been  operated  during  the  year  with  great  regularity, 
and  without  the  slightest  injury  to  any  of  the  71,700  passenger^  who 
have  travelled  on  it:  and,  the  number  of  failures  to  make  the  proper 
connections  will  compare  favorably  with  any  southern  road. 

A  Dirt  Train  has  been  organized  and  is  engaged  in  filling  up  the  Sta- 
tion at  this  place,  and  will  be  transferred,  as  soon  as  the  turnout  is  laid, 
to  the  trestle  work  at  Big  Creek. 

Under  instructions  from  the  Board,  a  Corps  of  Engineers  was  or- 
ganized, and  on  the  24th  November  commenced  the  survey  under  the 
.harter  of  the  Wateree  and  Hamburg  Rail  Rdad. 

The  survey  was  commenced  on  the  Western  side  of  the  Dungaree 
swamp  at  the  mouth  of  High  Hill  creek,  and  thence  up  its  valley  to  the 
.summit  of  the  ridge  at.  the  State  road  near  the  Old  Tavern.  On  this 
part  of  the  line,  for  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  the  graduation  will  be  very 
tieavy,  and  the  ascent  will  vary  from  30  to  55.8  feet  per  mile.  From 
ihe  State  road,  the  line  follows  the  Ridge  that  divides  the  waters  of 
«-aw  Caw  Swamp  from  those  of  Beaver  Cr»ek,  until  it  approaches  Littlv 
liull  Swamp.  On  this  part  of  the  route  the  work  will  be  light  and  the 
grades  easy.  The  maximum  grade  52.8  feet  per  mile  will  be  required 
i«  the  passage  of  Little  and  Big-Bull  swamps  and  the  North  Fork  of  the 
kidisto  (all  of  which  will  be  crossed  within  a  distance  of  12  miles,)  and 
heavy  excavations  at  the  ridges  and  high  embankments  at  each  of  the 
streams  will  be  necessary.  The  North  Fork  of  the  Edisto  is  crossed 
about  14  miles  below  Jefcoat's  Bridge,  and  thence  the  line  ascends  the 
ridge,  assuming  the  direction  for  crossing  the  South  Fork  of  Edisto, 
wear  its  junction  with  Shaw's  creek.  Between  the  North  and  South 
Perks  of  the  Edist*  the  work  will  be  generally  light,  except  in  the  pas- 
?»ge  of  the  streams  near  Jordan's  Mills.  From  the  crossing  of  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Edisto  the  line  ascends  by  the  valley  of  Shaw's  creek 
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and  its  tributaries  to  the  Aiken  Ridge,  which  it  will  follow  to  a  point 
near  the  head  of  Bridge  Creek.  From  this  point  the  line  will  occupy 
about  the  same  ground  as  the  survey  from  Columbia  to  Hamburg,  the 
ttotes  of  which  were  kindly  loaned  me  by  J.  G.  Gibbs,  Esq.,  Chief  En- 
gineer of  that  survey.  The  party,  at  the  latest  dates  were  engaged  on 
this  part  of  the  route;  the  following  description  of  which  is  extracted 
from  Mr.  Gibbs'  Report. 

The.  excavation  through  the  Aiken  Ridge  will  be  about  "  thirty  feet 
for  a  third  of  a  mile,  .and  the  line  will  descend  to  the  valley  of  Bridge 
Creek,  crossing  Beaver  Pond  at  an  elevation  of  57  feet,  thence  bearing 
down  on  the  North  side  of  Bridge  Creek,  and  crossing  it  at  the  Burnt 
Mills,  and  thence  on  the  South  side  of  Big  Horse  Creek  passing  through 
the  town  of  Graniteville.  The  line  then  crosses  Big  Horse  Creek,  half 
a  mile  below  the  town,  and  follows  the  "West  side  of  the  Creek,  near 
Marsh's,  Walker's,  and  Ramboo's  Mills,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
town  of  Bath.  It  there  crosses  Little  Horse  Creek,  near  its  mouth;  and 
runs  near  the  South  Carolina  Rail  Road  for  a  distance  of  four  miles,  to 
the  town  of  Hamburg.''  The  descent  to  the  valley  of  Big  Horse  Creek 
will  require  the  maximum  grade  of  52.8  feet  per  mile,  and  some  heavy 
excavation  and  embankment :  but  frqm  that  point  to  Hamburg  the 
work  will  be  generally  very  light. 

The  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  work  cannot  be  made  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  survey,  but  the  results  obtained  justify  the  conclusion 
that  a  very  direct  line  can  be  obtained  from  Kino-sville  to  Hamburg  with 
maximum  grades  of  52.8  feet  per  mile,  and  curves  of  net  less  Radii  than 
1910  feet,  and  involving  no  heavy  bridging  or  trestle-work  excepc  in  the 
passage  of  the  Congaree  river  and  swamp.  The  general  characteristics 
of  the  raute  are  such,  that  a  Road  well  adapted  to  passenger  traffic,  at 
a  high  rate  of  speed,  can  be  constructed,  and  reduce  the  time  between 
Kingsville  and  Augusta  at  least  Sj-  hours  beiow  the  present  schedule 
time. 

The  completion  of  the  road  is  considered  a  proper  time  to  take  a  re- 
trospective view  >:■[  '■'..-<  (•Qmmence.nrerit,  pregre-^,  and  completion.  The 
preliminary  surveys  were  commenced  under  the  direction  of  John  C, 
McRae  and  myself,  13th  July,  1846,  and  finished  in  November  of  the 
same  year:  The  Company  was  organized  at  Marion  Court  House  in 
August,  1817,  but  operations  were  not  commenced  until  after  the  annua) 
meeting  at  Marion  C.  H.,  22d  June,  1848,  and  en  the  13th  day  of  Sep- 
tember the  surveys,  preliminary  to  the  location,  were  commenced.  At 
this  time  the  total  amount  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  was  $428,000, 
and  the  larger  portion  of  it  with  a  proviso  that  the  subscription  should 
be  increased  to  750,000.  In  November  the  location  was  completed  from 
Sumterville  to  Lynch's  Creek,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  this  portion  of 
the  road  placed  under  contract  to  stockholders  to  work  out  their  sub- 
scriptions. 1'he  first  contract  was  taken  by  the  late  Dr.  Muldrow,  and 
the  graduation  commenced  bv  the  late  Leonard  White,  on  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1849. 

A  corps  of  Engineers  was  organized  and  commenced  the  location  near 
Brunswick  river  in  January,  1849,  and  on  the  22d  February  ground  was 
formally  broken  near  the  same  point.  On  the  1st  day  of  April  the  lo- 
cation was  completed,  and  proposals  invited  for  the  graduation  of  the 
section  between  Sumterville  and  the  Camden  Branch.  Up  to  this  period 
the  graduation  of  128  miles  of  the  Road  had  been  let  te  stockholders 
to  work  out  their  subscriptions,  and  it  is  but  just  to  say,  tJwtt  tonmeu 
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the  Company  more  indebted  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  than  to 
those  who  thus  early,  without  experience,  cheerfully  embarked  in  the 
contracts,  and  have  stood  by  foe  work  through  its  darkest  prospects 
Confidence  in  its  success  was  strengthened  as  the  work  progressed  ana 
subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  increased  until  tne  sum  ot  $7aU,0l)U, 
(the  amount  necessary  to  make  ail  the,  subscriptions  valid,)  was  secured, 
and  the  enterprise  assumed  its  place  among  the  important  works  of  the 

&At  first  the  contracts  (which  were  entirely  taken  for  stock)  progressed 
very  slowly  but  as  confidence  was  established,  the  contractors  eommen- 
-ed  work  and  on  no  road  let  out  in  such  small  and  detached  sections 
have  so  few  contracts  been  abandoned  and  left  .'in  an  unfinished  state  by 
the  original  contractors. 

The  first  Passenger  Train  commenced  to  run  from  the  Camden  ifrancfc 
to  Cane  Savanna  °Road  on  the  12th  November,  1852,  and  the  Engine 
Robert  Muldrow,  (by  a  singular  coincidence,)  carried  the  first  tram 
through  the  Read  on  the  10th  October,  1854. 

In  a  professional  point  of  view  the  construction  of  the  Road  has  pre- 
sented no  serious  obstacle,  except  in  the  character  of  the  foundation  en- 
countered in  the  passage  of  some  of  the  streams  and  swamps. 

Your  attention  was  directed,  in  my  Report  of  January  12th,  1850,  to 
the  passage  over  the  Pee  Dee  River,  which  I  then  regarded  "as  first  is 
importance"  and  a  work  of  "no  ordinary  magnitude."  The  superficial 
examination  of  the  foundation  which  only  had  been  made  at  the  time, 
was  such  as  to  produce  conviction  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  formida- 
ble streams  crossed  by  the  great  chain  of  Rail  Roads  between  the  INorth 
and  South.  The  foundation  was  then  regarded  as  a  loose  floating  sand, 
but  not  extending  to  so  great  a  depth  as  subsequent  examinations  with 
an  auger  established,  and  in  which  some  of  the  many  plans  of  coffee 
dams  could  be  used  in  putting  in  the  foundations. 

Among  the  many  plans  suggested,  "my  attention  was  directed  io  the 
pneumatic  process  of  driving  piles,  in  February,  1850,"  and  a  corres- 
pondence opened  with  T.  E.  Sickels,  Esq.,  the  present  able  Chief  Engi- 
neer of  the  Baltimore  Water  Works,  who  was  thea  interested  in  the 
patent  right,  and  to  whom,  in  October,  1850, 1  expressed  the  opinion  that 
I  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend  this  process,  if,  upon  an  examination 
of  the  bed  of  the  river,  "  the  sand  should  extend  to  a  depth  of  twenty 
or  thirty  feet." 

In  July,  1851,  with  an  ordinary  auger,  a  number  of  holes  were  bored 
into  the  bed  of  the  river  to  a  depth  of  nine  feet,  within  which  distance 
sand  only  was  encountered.  In  communicating  to  Maj.  Gwynn  a  copy 
of  the  profile,  with  the  result  of  these  examinations,  I  expressed  the 
opinion  that  "the  best  plan  for  putting  in  the  foundations  of  the  'Pier?' 
will  be  by  the  use  of  Dr.  Potts'  Pneumatic  cast-iron  Piles,  filled  with 
concrete." 

The  plan  was  subsequently  adopted  t>y  the  Board,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  Maj.  Gwynn ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  now  to  explain  some 
of  the  results  which  were  obtained,  and  to  describe  particularly  the  im- 
provement and  discoveries,  which,  I  conceive,  were  made  during  the 
progress  of  the  work.  In  the  Report  of  Maj.  Gwynn,  made  at  the  last 
annual  meeting,  the  modus  operandi  is  very  accurately  described,  but 
the  difference  between  the  plan  and  principle  upon  which  it  was  Com- 
menced, and  upon  which  it  was  finished,  was  not  clearly  defined.  The 
-••Pneumatic  Process,"  upon  which  the  work  was  ctimmenced,  consists 
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m  creating  a  vacuum  within  the  cylinder,  which  causes  the  water,  sand9 
&c,  to  rush  up,  and,  in  its  course,  carry  with  it  the  material  from  the 
bottom  of  the  tube,  causing  it  to  descend  by  its  own  weight.  The  va  - 
cuum  is  first  created  in  a  chamber,  which  is  placed  in  communication 
with  the  cylinder  by  ordinary  suction  hose,  and  closed  or  opened  by  a 
valve  on  a  projection  attached  to  the  vacuum  chamber.  The  power, 
therefore,  which  can  be  used  by  this  plan,  is  governed  by  the  relativ  e 
cubical  contents  of  the  vacuum  chamber  and  that  portion  of  the  cylin- 
der above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  perfection  of  the  vacuum. 
In  the  operations  at  the  Pee  Dee,  the  vacuum  chamber  consisted  of  tw® 
sections  ef  cylinder,  18  feet  in  length,  and,  generally,  the  cylinder  pile 
was  1 0  feet  above  the  water  line,  therefore  the  power  (hydrostatic  and 
pneumatic)  was  only  8.18  ef  the  vacuum,  obtained  in  the  chamber, 
which  was  usually  about  equivalent  to  26  inches  of  mercury— a  perfect 
vacuum  being  82  inches.  The  effective  power,  therefore,  was  that  due 
to  11  10-1.8  inches  of  mercury,  or  about  8  2-10  lbs.  per  square  inch. 

Tn  sinking  the  first  cylinder  it  encountered,  at  a  depth  of  about  8 
feet  below  the  bed  of  the  river,  a  tree  about  5  feet  in  diameter.  This, 
for  a  time,  arrested  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  until  the  air  Lock 
( 'which  had  arrived  in  an  imperfect  state)  could  be  completed. 

The  Air  Lock,  as  it  is  usually  called,  is  not  strictly  a  part  of  the 
Pneumatic  process,  but  was  first  used  in  France  by  M.  Triger  in  sinking 
a  shaft  through  a  bed  of  quicksand  to  a  coal  mine,  and  is  accurately  de- 
scribed in  the  supplement  to  Ure's  Dictionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences — 
Art  Ventilation."     The  plan  of  Air  Lock,  similar  to  that  used  at  the 

■"These  striking  results,  obtained  on  one  individual  at  a  time,  with  a  small  ex- 
perimental apparatus,  have  recently  been  re-produced  on  a  working  scale,  Willi 
many  persons  at  once  enclosed  in  a  mining  shaft,  encased  with  strong  tubing, 
formed  of  a  series  of  large  sheet  iron  cylinders,  riveted  together  and  sunk  to  :) 
great  depth  through  the  bed  of  the  river  Loire,  near  Lauguire. 

The  seams  of  coal  in  this  district  of  France  lie  under  a  stratum  of  quicksand 
from  18  t<>  20  metres  thick,  (20  to  22  yards)  and  they  had  been  found  to  be  inac 
ceSvSible  by  all  the  ordinary  modes  of  mining  previously  practiced.  The  obstacle 
had  been  regarded  to  be  so  perfectly  insurmountable,  that  every  portion  of  the 
great  coal-basin  that  extends  under  these  alluvial  deposites,  though  well  knows 
for  centuries,  had  remained  untouched.  To  endeavor,  by  the  usual  workings,  to 
penetrate  through  these  semi-fluid  quicksands,  which  communicate  with  the  waters 
of  the  Loire,  was,  in  fact,  nothing  less  than  to  try  to  sink  a  shaft  in  the  river,  or  to 
drain  the  river  itself.  But  this  difficulty  has"  beea  successfully  grappled  with, 
through  the  resources  of  science,  boldly  applied  by  M.  Triger  an  able  civil  engineer. 

By  means  of  the  above  frame  of  iron  tubing,"  furnished  with  an  air-tight  ante- 
chamber at  its  top,  he  has  contrived  to  keep  his  workmen  immersed  in  air,  suffi- 
ciently condensed  by  forcing  pumps  to  repel  the  water  from  the  bottom  of  tho 
iron  cylinders,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  excavate  the  gravel 'and  stones  to  a 
great  depth.  The  compartment  at  top  has  a  manhole  door  in  its  cover,  and  an 
other  in  its  floor,  the  men,  after  being  introduced  into  it,  shut,  the  door  over  their 
heads,  and  then  turn  the  stop-cock  upon  a  pipe  in  connection  with  the  condensed 
air  in  the  under  shaft.  An  equilibrium  of  pressure  is  soon  established  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  by  the  influx  of  the  dense  air  from  below,  whereby  the  manhole  door  in 
the  floor  may  be  readily  opened,  to  allow  the  men  to  descend.  Here  they  work  in 
air  maintained  at  a  pressure  of  three  atmospheres,  by  the  incessant  action  of 
leatheru-valved  pumps,  driven  by  a  steam  engine.  While  the  dense  air  thus 
drives  the  waters  of  the  quicksand,  communicating  with  the  Loire,  out  of  th«  shaft, 
it  infuses  at  the  same  time  such  energy  into  the  miners,  that  they  can  easily  exca- 
vate double  the  work  without  fatigue  which  they  could  do  in  the  open  air.  Upon 
many  of  them  the  first  sensations  are  painful,  especially  upon  the  ears  and  eyes. 
f?ut  ere  long  they  get  quite  reconciled  to  the  bracing  element.  Old  asthmatic  me?i 
become  here  effective  operatives ;  deaf  persons  recover  their  hearing,  while  others 
are  sensible  to  the  slightest  whisper.  The  latter  phenomenon  proceeds  from  thp 
stronger  pulses  of  the  dense  air  upon  the  membrane  of  the  drum  of  the  ear." 


23 

Pee  Dee  river,  is  well  described  in  a  paper  read  before  the.  institution  of 
Civil  Engineers  in  London,  on  May  13th,  1851,  "on  the  Pneumatic 
method  adopted  in  constructing  the  foundations  of  the  new  bridge 
across  the  Medway,  at  Rochester,'"  and  from  which  the  following  is  ex- 
tracted :  After  describing  the  ebstructions  encountered  in  sinking  the 
•ylinders,  the  paper  states  :  "  It  was,  therefore,  decided  that  the  Pneu 
matic  process  should  be  reversed,  so  as  to  give  each  Pile  the  character 
of  a  diving  bell,  for  which  purpose  one  of  the  cylinders  7  feett  in  diame- 
ter, and  9  feet  in  length  had  a  wrought  iron  cover  securely  bolted  to  it 
through  which  two  cast  Iron  chambers,  D-shaped  in  plan,  with  a  sec- 
tional area  of  about  6  square  feet,  appropriately  called  "Air  Locks.."' 
projecting  2  feet  6  inches  above  the  top  of  the  cylinder  and  2  feet  9 
inches  below  the  cover.  'Che  top  of  each  Air  Lock  was  provided  with 
a  circular  opening  2  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  Flap  working  on  a  horizon- 
tal hinge,  and  an  iron  door  2  feet  by  3  feet  4  inches,  with  vertical  hinges 
feelow  the  cover ;  each  Air  Lock  was  also  furnished  with  two  sets  of 
eocks,  the  one  for  forming  a  communication  between  the  cylinders  and 
the  chamber,  and  the  other  between  the  chamber  and  atmosphere."! 

Early  in  July,  the  Air  Lock  was  completed  and  every  thing  in  readi 
ness  to  excavate  the  sand  above  the  tree  and  cut  it  away.  At  first  it 
was  extremely  difficult  to  induce  the  operatives  employed  on  the  work 
to  enter  the  Lock,  while  the  condensed  air  was  escaping  from  imperfect 
joints,  very  much  like  the  escape  of  steam  from  a  leak  in  a  Boiler.  In 
addition  to  this,  during  the  process  of  equalizing,  the  change  of  pres 
sure  on  the  tympanum  of  the  ear  was  for  some  time  exceedingly  painful ; 
and  in  some  instances  produced  hemorrhage  from  the  Lungs.  Owners 
©f  hands,  and  indeed  some  of  the  principal  operatives,  believed  that  the 
constant  inhaling  of  the  same  air  deprived  it  of  the  Oxygen  necessary 
to  support  life,  and  generated  Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  which  is  exceedingly 
deliterious  to  animal  life,  and  would  eventually  produce  serious  conse- 
quences. Although  it  was  well  ascertained  that  this  gas,  which  is 
thrown  from  the  lungs  at  each  respiration,  is  much  heavier  than  com- 
mon air,  yet  the  law  which  governs  its  elasticity  under  various  pressures 
was  not  so  well  defined.  While  present,  I  therefore  observed  the  appear 
ance  of  the  light,  which  by  a  peculiar  halo  around  its  top  always  indi- 
cates the  presence  of  this  Gas,  when  in  sufficient  quantity  to  injur? 
animal  life. 

No  serious  difficulty  was  encountered  in  removing  the  sand  or  in  cut 
ting  away  the  tree  which  arrested  the  descent  of  the  Cylinder,  ansf 
which  proved  to  be  a  large  Cj^press  perfectty  sound.  As  soon  as  the 
tree  was  cut  away  and  the  compressed  air  discharged,  the  Cylinder  set 
tied  down  about  4  feet — and  a  freshet  coming  about  the  same  time,  ope 
rations  were  suspended.  The  second  Cylinder  was  lowered  to  its  place. 
T3S  soon  as  the  freshet  subsided,  and  by  the  Pneumatic  process  it  was 


t  The  cylinders  at  the  Fee  Dee  were  6  feet  iii  diameter. 

I  "  The  method  followed  in  working  the  apparatus  -was  found  to  be  so  simple  in 
detail,  as  to  be  perfectly  intelligible  to  all  the  workmen  employed.  The  pumps 
b«ing  set  in  motion,  the  flap  of  one  of  the  air  locks  and  the  door  of  the  other, 
wore  closed;  a  few  strokes  compressed  the  air  within  the  pile  sufficiently  to  sea! 
the  joints,  and  whilst  the  Dumping  was  in  progress,  the  men  passed  through  the 
air  locks  to  their  respective  stations.  When  the  water  was  shallow,  the  pile  de- 
scended, by  scarcely  sensible  degrees,  as  fast  as  the  excavation  by  hand  permitted ; 
tvhen  the  water  was  deep,  the  excavation  was  carried  down  full  14  inches  below 
the  edge  of  the  pile,  which  then  descended,  at  once,  through  the  whole  space,  ?.:-'. 
*«on  us  the  pressure  was  eased  off." 
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driven  to  a  depth  of  about  six-  <W.t  if  <ui*  i  ,l  .t  ,,„ 
^anced  ti  power  e^S  £"the  touum,3  't  t^S 
necessary  to  remove  the  interior  column  of  sand.  Efforts  were  made  to 
pomp  out  the  water  and  remove  the  sand,  but  it  was  found  that  the 
water  co«  d  not  be  reduced  by  pumps  more  than  six  feet  below  L  ev  5 
on  the  oats.de,  and  the  Air  Lock  was  again  used,  and  at  theTxniraS 

moved)  and  .uter  the  ppera^ns  were  suspended,  the  Cylinder  was  ob- 
served to  settle  several  inches.     On  the  succeeding  day  the  rerneTaf  of 

?L  ^  I  g  theeOect,  a  man  was  stationed  at  each  valve  with  direc- 
tions at  a  given  signal  to  open  it  that  the  compressed  air  might  be"ud- 

S3SSSri?Jh8^teBt  " ?■?  Pr°?UCed  hyihc  eA«ustor  vacuum 
ft  ™  rti  £    i1     ♦     C  cau.^V^ch  produced  this  effect,  I  discovered  that 

riJTL^STS  aCtl°?  °f  lhe  water  Which  scou,'ed  ™t  the  mate 
ml  beneath  the  bottom  of  the  cylinder,  which  partially  relieved  the 

IfterTh^lTn 'if  "  ?  ^T^  US  °Wt!  ^^      In  Edition  to  tS 
e  ie     ^\Cjli;-dei'  h3d  been  C0^Pressed  until  it  was  equal  to 

could  no'  hot  y  y1"  T"a!&r  °n  the  0Ulside'  the  inteiios-  P«»«" 
tTnutd  action  o  tL  '  '  **  th°  ^  Whk*  ™S  Pun,Pcd  in  b7  *fa«  » 
and  becorr^n-  P,TP^  ,escaLped  ™dcr  th?  bottoffi  of  the  °y«nder 
face  Wh«  "f  1  'P°r  Wlt  '  -he  sand'-s°™  of  ^  rising  to  the  sur^ 
destroyed  and  tn-preS^d  air  ^  dischar€e<*>  the  equilibrium  was 
th  cvhnder^r  11  f  T  riSrg  t0, the  8UlfaCe  °n  thG  °Utslde  and  around 
der  akoSn»ni  I  ■  "*?"*  ltS  fricti°!1-  Thi?<  fche  6econd  <*&» 
but  unHfc?Sffl  f I'"  ltS  deSCCnt  an  oak  tree'  about  4  feet  in  diameter. 
cut  thronlrff  r ' *  VVaS  S°  S°ft  that  the  wei?ht  of  the  cylinder  easilj 
™t     L,  eXp°£Ur£'  t0  the  atmosphere  it  became  hard,  and 

SffSf  ;3r  T  P|rfect  ,li=nite-  Thi*  5s  mentioned  to  show  the 
o  the  v-A  P^°duCcd  on  the  two  ^l,alities  of  timber  by  the  actioo 

at  Sd  hplnn'/f  'IV67  Were  in  the  Same  St^tum,  and  evidently  deposited 
at  and  belong  to  the  same  peried  of  time.) 

waVn^?  Scrf.(ore,  aPPaj;ent  that  the  hydrostatic  action  of  the  water 
iTsed  ^,-„?e°  ;ve.th''n.the  Pneumatic  process,  audit  was  subsequently 
Eeof  th7  ?  «  dlVing  the  "maiD^  .cylinders,  and  towards  the 
tC  hSw  *ork'.the  Pneumatic  process  was  entirely  abandoned  and 
tn®  hyd,°static  principle  alone  used. 

«riviniSJL(TSider  a  diL£C0VclT  of  the  operation  of  a  known  principle, 
illTf  ^  •e!"-p0Wec  than  that  hy  the  Pneumatic  proces*,  and  applica- 
ble to  the  sinking  of  hollow  piles. 

th*  ,bf.fore  stated;  the  power  of  the  pneumatic  process  is  limited  by 
ine  relative  proportions  of  the  vacuum  chamber  and  that  portion  of  the 
one  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  perfection  cf  the  vacuum 
in  practice,  the  exhaust  cannot  be  applied  unless  the  top  of  the  pile  i* 
at  least  six  feet  above  the  surf-ice  of  the  water,  because  the  pile  might 
oe  anven  below  the  water  line,  when  another  section  could  not  be  added, 
ine  power  is  uniform,  and  cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  exceed  14f 
X,peri  .s^uarVnch'  and'  in  Practicc,  rarely  exceeds  8  lbs.  per  square 
men  while  the  friction  with  a  column  of  six  feet  of  sand  on  the  interior 
or  tne  cylinder  is  equal  to  this  power.  The  deeper  the  pile  is  driven 
tne  greater  is  the  friction,  while  the  power  remains  uniform. 

With  the  use  of  the  hydrostatic  principle,  the  power  increases  with 
tne  distance  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the  bottom  of  the  pile- 


This  power  is  equal  to  14£  lbs.  per  square  inch  for  each  32  feet  of  the 
distance  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the  bottom  of  the  cylinder. 

The  hydrostatic  process  is  more  simple,  requires  less  machinery,  and 
is  more  effective  than  the,  pneumatic  process.  It  can  be  used  at  any 
stage  of  the  river,  because  the  power  increases  with  the  depth;  or  it 
may  be  combined  with  the  pneumatic  process,  and  the  whole  power 
(hydrostatic  and  pneumatic)  used  in  driving,  the  cylinders. 

If  the  operation  of  this  principle  was  known  to  either  the  French  or 
English  Engineers,  it  docs  not  appear,  in  their  memoirs,  descriptive  of 
the  plans  used  in  sinking  cylinders  in  Great  Britain,  France  or  Egypt. 

My  connection  with  the  Pee  Dee  Bridge  terminated  in  January  last, 
at  which  time  the  cylinders  for  the  Western  pier  were  partially  driven, 
and  those  for  the  Eastern  pier  had  passed  through  the  sand  to  a  stratum 
of  material  which  was  considered  sufficiently  tenacious  to  resist  the  ac- 
tion of  the  water.  My  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  work  was  un- 
shaken during  its  progress,  and  its  successful  completion  fully  vindicates 
the  value  of  the  discoveries  used  in  its  construction. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  J.  FLEMING,  Gcn'l.  Sup. 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  KEPOliT. 

The  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Rail 
Road  Company  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer, 
for  the  fiscal  year,  commencing  December  1st,  1853,  and  terminating 
SOth  November  1854,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

They  further  submit  a  synopsis  of  the  operations  of  the  Company 
from  the  commencement  of  the  work,  refering  for  a  more  detailed 
statement  to  the  Treasurer's  Account  Current,  which  has  been  carefully 
examined  by  them,  and  has  their  certificate  thereunto  appended. 
The  debt  of  the  company  on  the  SOth  Nov.,  1834,  was  $1,382,989  45 
The  amount  received  on  account  of  subscriptions  Capi- 
tal Stock  same  period,  was  -  -  1,070,775  75 
Transportation  account  has  to  its  credit  the  sum  of      -        138,797  70 


Total,  $2,592,562  90 
The  cost  of  the  Road  amounts  to  the  sum  of        -         -  $2,331,973  46 
The   Company  has   assets   consisting  of  Stock  of  the 
Wilmington  and  Raleigh  Rail   Road  Company,    Bills 
Receivable,  Cash,  &c,  to  the  amount  of    -         -         -         260,589.  44 


Making  the  sum  of  $2,592,562  90 
In  addition  to  the  assets  as  stated,  the  Company   has  yet  due  on  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  to  Capital  Stock,  about  $50,000,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved will  be  available. 

The  Committee  recommejid  that  "Transportation  Account"  be  bal- 
anced, by  transfering  to  the  credit  of  Profit  and  Loss  Account,  the  sum 
of  $138,797  70. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  R.  FRENCH, )     „n    ■    ... , , 
.  9,  D.WALLACE,  )    Co-mm<1^ 


g^ry  ^U±in^A/^^stler  Rail  R°ad  Company  in  Accoun 


To  Experiment!  1  Survey, 

"  Survey  and  Location  of  Road','. .......  ...'.' 

"  Engineering  Account, ....'..., 

''  Salary  dc 

"  Office  Expenses,  Rent,  Fuel,  Stationery  &'c 

"  Land  Damage,  Ititrht  of  Way,  &c 

"  Excavation  and  Embankment  Account,'.!    ' 

"  Bridge  and  Truss  Account,   

"Superstructure  do 

"  Iron  Kails  do.     ..  .. 

"  Real  Estate,  , 


'•  Looinotive  Engine  Account,. 
"  Coach  and  Car  do. 


2,117  08 

7,505  69 

85,316  02 

24,647  21 

2  304  24 

10,770  15 

270,414  '63 

3-19)013  28 

269,863  04 

628,229  10 

5,313  28 

148,340  45 

144,926  04 

89,712  07 

8,667  26 

40,642  52 

112,809  37 

140,270  89 

9,840  45 


"  Depot 

"  Ferry  Boat, .....V.. ...... ....[. 

"  Contingent  Expenses, .'.........' 

"  Profit  and  Loss, 

"  Interest  Account,  including  amount'  charged' to i  Agents'  to 

pay  interest, 

"  Payment  to  Contractors  on  Accoun't'of  Grading'and  not' vet 

adjusted, °    _  J     ■. 

"  Camden  Branch  Rail  Road, ". . . . .  \ . . . j . \  \ [ ;  j  |      79^669  05 

"  Wateree  and  Hamburg  Survey II-* 

"  Amount  Paid  on  account  Wood  Ac'.'  Contracts 'for' year'is54  I 

Wilmington  &  R.  R.  Road  Stock, II    201500  00 

'  Bills  Receivable, '....'.'.'.'.  .'.'jj      2^633  571 

"  Amount  Dwe  from  Rail  Road  Co.  South, 4,771  39'i 

«t>\^     "  t,     "     A?ents  for  Tickets  and  Freight, '."         12',895  28 

Bank  Cape  Fear  and  State  Bank  Stock  Ac,  Bank  of  the  State 

South  Carolina, , 10  089  23 

"  Cash  Commercial  Bank  Wilmington,  on  handj..! '.!!!!!!!"!  7'699  97 


1,880,877  78 

200  00 

1,895  7* 

225,188  57 


35,405  8T 


$2,592,562  90 


We  the  undersigned  Committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  Stockholders  in  January 
iao4,  to  examine  the  Books  and  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
above  is  a  correct  statement,  as  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Wilmington  and   Manchester 


Bail  Road  Company. 


G.  R.  FRENt  H, 
S.  D.  WALLACE. 


Current  with  Jno.  MoBae  Jr.,    treasurer,  to  1st  December  1854.     Or. 


By  Capital  Stock, II  1,060,545  86| 

"  Amount  of  Work  done  by  Stockholders  on  Construction, |j 
which  has  not  been  divided  among  themselves  so  as  to 

b«  credited  to  Stock  Account, j     Jl0,229  89 

"  Mortgage  Bonds  $509,000  and  $200,000 

"  Bonds  secured  by  W.  &  R.  R.  Road  Stock, I 

"  Income  Bonds I 

"  Bonds  to  the  IT.  S.  for  Duties  on  R.  R.  Iron, 


Bills  Payable, i 

Amount  due  on  Negro  Bonds  1S52-3  and  4, 

Scrip  Bonds  to  Contractors, , 

Amount  due  on  Pay  Rolls  to  1st  December  1854 I 

"  "  Sundry  Per-ons  on  open  account  for  Work,  Ma- 
■  tarial  &c.  &c, 

Transportation  Account  for  Nett  balance  to  credit   of  this 
Account  . 


796,000  00 
150,000  00 

30.000  00 

33.001  42 

"293,894  51 
6,875-00 

28,235  93 

5,392  TO 

40,539  S9 


1,070,775  75 

1,009,001  43 
828,005  44 

45,982  59 

138,797  70 


I $2,592  562  90 


[E.  &  O.  E.]  JNO.  McRAE,  Jr.,  Treas. 

"WrLMi^GTCcN";  iST.  C,  Dec.  1st,  IS'51.    '  ':■ 
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LIST  OF  LOCOMOTIVES. 


General  Sumter, 
Wilmington, 
Brunswick, 
Darlington, 
General  Marion, 
General  McQueen 
John  J.  Moore, 
Columbus, 
General  MacRae, 
jWm.  S.  Ashe. 
iG'-neral  Korrey, 
IE.  £.  Dudley, 
|R.  H.  Cowan, 
I  Win.  B.  Meares, 
Aaron  Lazarus, 
James  Owen, 
Alex.  Anderson, 
Root.  Muldrow, 
Palmetto, 


16  1-2 

16  1-2 

16  1  2 

16  1  2 

16  1-2 

16  1-2 

16  1-2 

16  1-2 

16  1-2'  5  1-2 

16  1-2!  5  1-2 

16  1-2|  4 

16  1-3;  5  1-2 

16  1-2,  5  1-2  | 

161-2j  5  1-2 

161-2 


5 
8  1-2 

6  1-2 
3  1-2 
5  1-2 
5  1-1 
4^ 
4 


!16  1-2, 

lie  i  2 


4 
4 
5  1- 


In  running  order. 


Undergoing  repairs, 
In  running  order, 
Undergoing  repairs, 
In  running  order, 


4  1-2  |  James  McLeiah, 


LIST  OF  CARS. 

Passenger   Coaches,  baUt  by  Hacker  &  Co.,  Charleston,  S.  C 
ic  ,,  "     i  Scofield  <S  Butler,  Columbia,  S.  C 

„  ,-  u     ("  John  A,  Green,  Portsmouth,  Ta. 

•  Harlan  &  Holingsworth,  Wilmington  Del 

Hacker  &  Co.,  Charleston,  £.  C. 
■t     ■?  CoUlPaEy's  Siiop,  Wilmington,  X.  C., 


Mall  Car, 
Baggage  C.irs, 


Bos  Cars  for  freight, 

PlRtf»rm  Cars,  " 

Dirt  Cars, 
Xegro  Cars,      *' 
Timber  Trucks. 


by  Hacker  &  Co.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Scofleld  &  Butler,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

John  A.  Green,  Portsmouth   Ta 
"  Contract. 

'u   ComPanJ  '5  Shop;,  Wilmington,  X.  C. 
by  Contract. 


(D.) 


Statement  of  No  bbls.  Naval  Stores,  hales  Cotton,  feet  Tim- 
bg  mdMvmher  brought  to  Wilmington  by  theW.^M 
J^J^.^orJheyear,  ending   Nov.  30th,  1854 
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BSTRACT  OF  EXPENDITURES 

jton     ■  '  Manchester  Hail  BodcL  for  UUycar,  ending  Dtccml 

rlsttfoi. 

l-^u,^™, 

rill,      ,J"""'      M.'.™l 

STATIN'S.          inEI'AjtuT 

{m'lill  '■""'■  LuilT    '•''""-   «',°,l|  " '    ' .."I"1"1" 

!•«,         fey  .'1 
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